
JUST LEARNING.

An independent school, ages 5-14,
centrally-located in Madison, WI



"Framing exce l lence

in  these  compet i t ive

terms  doesn ’ t  l ead to

improvements  in

performance .  Indeed,

a  consi s tent  body

of   soc ia l  sc ience

research   shows that

compet i t ion tends  to

hold  us  back  from

doing our  bes t .  I t

creates  an

adversarial  mental i ty

that  makes  product ive

col laborat ion le s s

l ike ly ,  encourages

gaming of  the  sys tem,

and leads  a l l

concerned to  focus

not  on meaningful

improvement  but  on

trying to  outdo  (and

perhaps  undermine)

everyone  e l se . "

 
-Why Can' t  Everyone  Get

A' s? ,  The  New York  Times ,

June ,  2019

YOU DON'T GRADE
YOUR CHILD.

WE WON'T, EITHER.



Classrooms are not centered

around desks or hierarchy but

instead invite movement,

creativity, participation, and

collaboration.

A progressive school founded by
parents in 1972

In 1970, five women with
backgrounds in the fields of
education and child development
petitioned the Madison School
District to change its practices. They,
and many other educators,
questioned the effectiveness and
benefits of traditional, adult-
centered practices in American
education.



"Researchers have demonstrated that five-year-olds are spending more

time engaged in teacher-led academic learning activities than play-

based learning opportunities that facilitate child-initiated

investigations and foster social development among peers....Focus on

rules can diminish children’s willingness to take academic

risks and curiosity as well as impede their self-confidence

and motivation as learners–all of which can negatively impact their

performance in school and in later life."

-Kindergarteners Get Little Play Time, Why Does it Matter?,

The Conversation, April, 2016



Multi-age groupings and
integrated, responsive curricula
that account for students'
interests, needs, and development

Approaches to and contexts

for learning shift based on

student and teaching team

collaboration.

At Wingra, we honor and emphasize
the process of learning and create an
environment in which children’s
strengths and unique ways of learning
are supported. Our progressive
educators are highly knowledgeable
about child development and work to
address the trends and challenges of
modern childhood. With inquiry at the
heart of our curriculum, we teach
children to be thinkers, challengers,
and wonderers.



"Textbooks don’t work well.

Research shows that with rare

exceptions they do not help

improve student achievement

much. They are not effective,

because effectiveness doesn’t sell."

 
-Why Textbooks Don't Work and Hurt Schools,

The Washington Post, February, 2012



No single primary source
teaching; curricula not based on
textbooks authored by white men

Curricula is designed to make

students aware of the many

communities of which they

are a part and to get them out

of the classrooms often.

Education is a matter of experience.
Learning at Wingra is an active,
multi-sensory engagement that
involves people with different
resources and lenses. Wingra is
fortunate to be located across from
the UW Arboretum, down the block
from Lake Wingra, and on the
Madison Metropolitan bus route and
Southwest Commuter bike path.



Excerpts from Progressive

Education: Why it's Hard to Beat

but also Hard to Find, 
Alfie Kohn, 2008

Intrinsic Motivation:

Deep Understanding: 

Active learning:



The heart of the model

co-create developmentally appropriate
curriculum

progressive philosophy
collaborate and engage

democratically

Maximum

student to
teacher
ratio

Average
teaching
tenure, 
in years

Average time
spent outside
per day, in
hours

Teachers
involved in
developing
curricula



At a glance

Type of School: 

School size: 
Maximum student to teacher ratio: 
Percentage students of color: 

Day begins: 

Day ends: 

Curricula for all ages includes: 



We've been improving
since we launched!

In service of...

LEARNING, 

THE WHOLE PERSON, 

SOCIAL JUSTICE, 

DEMOCRACY, 

THE WORLD, Participation becomes a societal norm when each
person’s contribution has been recognized,

appreciated, and engaged. That appreciation of
social justice becomes an initial condition for the

transition into adult life.
-Wingra School website



Wingra students transition to traditional high schools and
colleges, and excel. Attend our annual Alumni Night in
January to hear directly from them. Learn how their
Wingra education shaped their high school, college, career,
and life experiences.

"In the future, if you want a job, you
must be as unlike a machine as
possible: creative, critical and

socially skilled. So why are children
being taught to behave like

machines?"
 

"Children learn best when teaching
aligns with their natural exuberance,

energy and curiosity. So why are
they dragooned into rows and made
to sit still while they are stuffed with

facts?"
 

"Governments claim to want to
reduce the number of children

being excluded from school. So why
are their curriculums and tests so

narrow that they alienate any child
whose mind does not work in a

particular way?"
In  an Age  o f  Robots ,  School s  are

Teaching our  Chi ldren to  Be
Redundant ,  The  Guardian,  September ,

2017


